
Part of the Zero Dropout campaign working towards
halving the rate of school dropout by 2030.

Welcome to the Reading for 
Meaning programme.

We hope that you will have fun 
reading stories and doing activities 

with learners. 

Remember, nurturing and 
supporting a child is important 

for their physical, emotional and 
academic development. 



STORY
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STORY GUIDE

PART 2

    The tree 
  that saved
     a village



The story

Pens or pencils

Coloured pencils

Paper

eAch ReAdeR needs...



After making a shocking discovery, Thaimi has 
to race against time to save their village from 
an impending, terrible attack. Can she help 
save her village? How will she do this? 

InTROdUce The sTORy

Read the story aloud, with expression. Change 
your voice when different characters speak.

Pause briefly for commas, full stops etc. and 
between paragraphs.

ReAd The sTORy...



The tree 
that saved

a village
paRT 2



2.

Thaimi was calling out to everyone in the village, 
“Run, run! Men are coming to steal our cattle 
and burn our village!”

The villagers were scared. They ran every which 
way like ants when a cow treads on a heap. 

They did not know where to hide or what to do. 

Where could they hide their cattle?

Where could they hide their grain?

Where could they hide themselves? Thaimi 
was very frightened. Then she remembered 
something. She remembered the place where 
she and Angula sometimes went to play. A safe 
place. A secret place. 

“I have a place!” she cried. ‘’I know a place where 
we will all be safe!”

But the villagers could not hear her. They were 
making too much noise. How could she make 
the villagers listen to her?



3.

She picked up a drum and began to hit it as 
hard as she could. 

Bam Bam Bam Boom Boom Boom 

All the villagers stopped. 

Thaimi called out. “I have a place to hide. Follow 
me!” She took Angula by the arm.

“Come, we’ll take everyone to our tree. We will 
all be safe there!”

Her brother shook his head. “No, Thaimi. This is 
our secret. You said we must never tell anyone.” 

“Yes “she said. “It was a secret. But now we are 
all in danger.” 

Thaimi and Angula led the way to the baobab 
tree which stood at the edge of the village.

Nobody could understand why.

“Why have you brought us here? We cannot hide 
here,” they said. 



4.

Then Thaimi said to her father, “Come I’ll show 
you.” They climbed up the tree to the small 
opening that Thaimi and Angula knew so well. 
Thaimi and her father slid down into the big 
trunk. It was hollow. It was huge. 

‘But all the people can’t come in through such a 
small hole,” said her father. 

“No said Thaimi.”Bring axes and we will make 
an opening in the trunk.”

And that is what they did. They cut an opening 
in the side of the tree. Then they cut two small 
openings for air to get in, so that they could 
breathe. Some villagers collected the grain and 
the pots. Others collected the goats and the 
cattle. 

They all made their way through the opening 
in the great hollow inside the baobab tree. And 
the strange thing was that there was room for 
everyone. 



5.

The sun went down. It grew dark and the night 
was quiet and cold.

The raiders crept towards the village. It was 
dark. “Everyone must be asleep,” they said. 

Inside the great tree the villagers waited. 

They were cold. They were hungry. And they 
were afraid. Then Thaimi said softly,” It is cold. 
Let’s make a fire. “And she took two stones and 
struck them together. The sparks caught the 
grass and small flames flared. Soon a bright 
warm fire was burning. 

Outside the raiders crept closer and closer. 
Then one of them gave a cry and pointed to 
the tree. Light flamed from the tree. Fiery eyes 
shone from the tree. Bright tongues licked the 
branches. Smoke curled into the sky. 

“It’s a great spirit!” they cried in fear. “Eee!”

First one raider turned and ran. Then another, 
and another, until they had all run away. From 



6.

inside the tree, the people of the village could 
hear their cries “Eee…eee … eee” getting fainter 
as they ran away into the night. 

The raiders were gone, and they would never 
return to the village with its fiery spirit. The 
people of the village of Ombalantu were safe. 

And do you know, you can still go to that village 
and see that tree, the huge baobab tree with 
the hollow trunk, the tree that saved the village 
of Ombalantu. 

Based on “The Tree that saved the village of Ombalantu” by Karen 

van Wiese, Beryl Salt, Muhdni Grimwood, Barbara Meyerowitz with 

additional information from Wikipedia and www.namibian.com



Ask the Readers to choose words that they find 
difficult and write them on a sheet of paper. 

Ask them to use a dictionary or ask someone 
else at home what those words mean in their 
home language. Help them out if neccessary.

Once you’ve worked out the meaning of the 
words, read the story again out loud.

WORd fOcUs

secOnd ReAdInG...



Ask the Readers to draw a mind map 
like the one on the next page.

They must label/name at least 5 
characters from the story.

They must then write down below what 
each character was thinking or doing. 
For example: Thaimi thought “I must 

warn the village” about the intruders. Angula 
(while listening with his sister) thought “I am 
very scared of these people”.

WhAT WeRe They 
ThInkInG OR dOInG? 

1

2

3





Praise the Readers for their participation.

Ask if they enjoyed the story, and what they 
liked best. Tell them you enjoyed it too.

Say goodbye, and say how much you look 
forward to seeing them next time.



Part of the Zero Dropout campaign working towards
halving the rate of school dropout by 2030.


