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FearsoverhighiI dop-out rate
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sibusiso.mboto@inl.co.za

ADVOCACY group Equal Education
has appealed to the Department of
Basic Education (DBE) to spare no
effort to ensure that pupils are retained
in the schooling system.

This is after a statement released
last week by Unicef indicated that as
many as500 000 pupils have been lost
in the systemover the past 16months
for a range of reasons, mainly the
impact of Covid-19.

Equal Education (EE) researcher
StaceyJacobssaid they were worried.
They said that the department has
sufficient resources to assistpupils.

"EE maintains that the DBE must
make a concerted effort to contact
learners who are at risk of leaving
school prematurely, as well as those
who have not returned to school, and
encourage them to remain in classor
continue learning.

"The DBE must support the return
of these learners to school, and have
measures in place to prevent learners
dropping out if any schoolscloseagain
due to rising infection rates," shesaid.

With KwaZulu-Natal being the larg-
est education system in the country,
conservative estimates indicate that
over 50 000 pupils may have dropped
out during this period.

A HIGH school classroomin Cape Town. Unicef in a recent report stated that as many as
500 000 pupils have been lost in the systemover the past16monthsowing to a range of
reasons, including the impact of Covid-19. | AfricanNewsAgency(ANA)Archives

DA member of provincial legisla-
ture Imran Keeka said while he had
asked repeatedly about the drop-out
rate, he had never received a response
from the department.

He added that they had noted that
while in 2018 there had been 231 557
pupils registered in Grade 10, there
were 104938 pupils who passedmatric
in 2020.

This, Keeka argued, meant that
over 100 000 pupils had fallen out of

the systembetween 2018 and 2020.
"These learners need to be given a

fair chancein life by ensuring that they
get their matric certificate, becauseif
not, they get added to the growing
number of unemployed people."

According to the KZN Depart-
ment of Education, the 2020 total
pupil enrolment figure for 2020 was
2 882 401 while the 2021 total figure
is 2 815 446.

Department spokesperson Sihle

Mlotshwa told The Mercury that in
2019, there were 147 554 pupils that
registered for matric and out of that
116 937 actually wrote their exams,
which means that 30 617 could not
be accounted for.

"The lower number of learnerswho
wrote matric in 2019 as compared
to those who did not write is not
only related to drop outs. It may only
mean that some of the learners did
not write the whole exams. If a learner
writes less than all required subjects,
that learner is not counted ashaving
completed the exam. There are many
factors related to this," he said.

Mlotshwa added that the depart-
ment does not conduct head counts
unless there is a challenge that needs
a physical check of teachers or pupils,
which he saidwas a rare situation.

He said the system was able to
confirm the numbers through the
Education Management Information
System.

South African Democratic Teach-
ers Union (Sadtu) provincial secretary
Nomarashiya Caluza said they were
concerned about the drop-outs, espe-
cially afterseeingthe Unicef statement.

"We wanted to know how many
learners dropped out in KZN. Unfor-
tunately the department did not have
specifics.It's concerning becauseyou'll
find the affectedlearnersarefrom rural

schools because of many socio-eco-
nomic challenges there," she said.

National Professional Teachers'
Associationof South Africa KZN chief
executive Thirona Moodley echoed
Sadtu's sentiments that the depart-
ment does not give statistics of the
drop-out rate of pupils.

"The drop out problem wasalways
there, it wasonly exacerbatedwith the
lockdown.

"This number is unconscionable
as these learners have no hope of
employment asthere aremany unem-
ployed graduates in the country, so
these learners don't stand a chance in
the job market," she said.

Zero Dropout Campaign's Rahima
Essop agreed that Covid-19 school
closures, together with the economic
shocks of lockdown, had amplified
the disruptions that normally lead to
dropout.

She stressedthat there was a need
to collect pupil level data that can be
used to track individual pupil's path-
ways through school.

"What the DBE has presented to
you (enrolment figures) is an example
of this; it doesn't tell you what hap-
pened to the children who didn't enrol
the following year. Did they move to
a different province where they are
enrolled in adifferent school?Did they
move to an FET?"


